Active and inactive renins in human urine.
Urinary excretions of active and inactive renin were studied in normal subjects and in patients with hypertensive or renal disease. Excessive excretion of active and inactive renins was observed in some patients with no significant correlation to their plasma levels or the degree of proteinuria. Inactive renin excretion correlated to active renin excretion, but the clearance was lower than that of the active form. No correlation was found between the urinary kallikrein excretion and the active/inactive renin ratio in the urine or the plasma. Urinary renin activity was increased by acidification and by trypsin treatment, but not by cold exposure. Both active and inactive renins in the urine showed multiple peaks corresponding to molecular weights between 45,000 and 64,000 by gel filtration.